
Web Soil Survey
Instructions on how to access NRCS Web Soil Survey data to 

answer Soil Resource questions for the Maryland State 
Envirothon Contest.

Example – Washington County, MD



Start on the homepage at www.websoilsurvery.com and click “START WSS”

http://www.websoilsurvery.com/


Under Quick Navigation select Soil Survey Area 



Use the State dropdown box to 
select Maryland and use the County 
Dropdown box to select 
Washington. Check the box next to 
Washington County, Maryland. Click 
Select Map Units.



Under AOI Properties, check the boxes for the map units labeled: BeC, DsA, HaB, and Ln. Then, select the 
tab at the top of the page Soil Data Explorer.



Select the tab Suitabilities and Limitations for Use. 
Below select Land Classifications 

Under Land Classifications, select Nonirrigated 
Capability Class 



Select view rating 
A table will appear displaying the numbered rating and a 
Description box will follow the table below explaining the 
rating classifications.



Back under the Suitabilities and Limitations tab, 
select Nonirrigated Capability Subclass 

Select View Rating 



A table will appear showing the 
rating and a Description box below 
with explanations of the rating 
system. 



The following slides demonstrate how to view 
crop yield ratings 



Navigate to the Soil Reports tab as seen below. This will bring up a map of 
the county. 



Under Soil Reports on the left-hand 
panel, select Vegetative Productivity 

Select Irrigated and Nonirrigated 
Yields by Map Unit Component

Check the box for Corn and select 
View Soil Report



This will produce a table displaying the ratings for each map unit. Also, below the 
table is a description box detailing the information in the table (the description 
box was too large to fit onto a slide.)



The following slides will demonstrate how to view 
lawn, landscaping, and golf fairways



First, click on the Suitabilities and Limitations for Use Tab.  



Click on the first tab in the list Building Site 
Development. Under that selection, choose Lawns, 
Landscaping, and Golf Fairways

Select View Rating 



This will produce a table 
detailing the rating for 
each map-unit. A 
description box will be 
provided below the 
table. 



The following slides will demonstrate how to view 
forestry productivity, specifically log landings



While staying within the Suitabilities and 
Limitations for Use tab, select Land 
Management 

Under Land Management, select Suitability 
for Log Landings 



A table will appear with 
the rating for each map 
unit. A description box 
will be provided below 
the table to explain the 
ratings. 

Select View Rating 



Select the Area Of Interest tab

• Now, before you move on to the practice section, you need to 
uncheck each box for each of the map units that you had previously 
selected at the beginning (BeC, DsA, HaB, and Ln.)

• This will provide you with a cleared selection.



Practice
Try navigating the site to find…

1. Nonirrigated corn yields for the map units: Cp, MsB, and OpB.  (Under Suitabilities 
an Limitations)

2. Land Capability Class for the map units: DeC, DoA, and Me. (Under Soil Reports) 
3. Forestland Productivity of the tree species Northern Red Oak for the map units: 

AmB, CaB, and WeB. Look for the Site Index Rating. (Under Soil Reports)
4. Soil Health ratings for the map units: AmB, CaB, and WeB. Look for the Organic 

Matter RV (pct). (Under Soil Reports)
5. Ratings for Dwellings With Basements for the map units: DsA, TrB, and WrC. (Under 

Suitabilities and Limitations)
6. Hydric Rating By Map Unit for the map units: At, CaB, and Po. (Under Suitabilities 

and Limitaions)
7. Water features rating of flood frequency of map units: Bc, Ft, Pg. (Under Soil 

Reports)
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